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THE PEOPLES’ ROLLER MILL 


When Midway was first settled there wasn’t a method at all of grinding wheat into 
flour; and then a stone mill was built and the stone-ground flour, of course was 
whole wheat flour, or graham flour, as it was called. That millstone is atop the monu- 
ment on the town square in front of the post office. The flour mill was built some for- 
ty years later in Midway, which was the Midway Mill, or the Peoples’ Roller Mill, as it 
was named. This mill was a roller mill, which meant that steel rollers ground the 
wheat, and plant sifters separated the bran and shorts and germade from the flour, so 
that they had white flour. This was one of the first roller mills in Utah. Nels Johnson 
bought this mill in 1900. He ran the mill for 60 years, and his family lived and grew 
up in the house near the miil. During World War I he shipped flour to Beligum 
under the Hoover Food Plan. He ground Relief Society wheat that the L.D.S Relief 
Society had garnered from gleaning and saved over the years. 

The flour mill was a 50 barrel capacity. That meant that every 24 hours 50 barrels - 
196 pounds to a barrel - were produced. It furnished a sale for wheat grown locally by 
farmers in the county. However, farmers from other counties came with their wheat 
to be ground in those early days. Indians from the Uintah Reservation would come in 
large caravans. They would camp at the mill and stay all night, or perhaps two or 
three days while their wheat was ground, so they could take it back to their families. 
Mrs. Johnson used to have Indians come begging for food and other things while they 
camped at the mill, and she was always willing to share with and help them. 


In early Utah almost all communities had flour mills, and they were small mills 
comparable to the one we have in Midway (or that we had in Midway) but most of 
them now are out of operation. People no longer grow wheat nor do they bake bread, 
as a general rule, and so the flour mill business just faded away. 

You don’t think of flour as a luxury in our economy, but one of the early settlers in 
Midway carried a bushel of wheat to Provo in the early days to have it ground into 
white flour for his family’s Thanksgiving dinner - carrying the wheat to Provo and the 
flour home again on his back. Ne/s Joseph 
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